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Teachers of North Hiami Beach High School, Florida, 
have developed an innovative interdisciplinary approach to war/peace 
studies • The major objectives of this English/history oriented course 
are (1) to examine and evaluate traditional and personal values and 
beliefs concerning war and peace; (2) analyze and react to war 
literature and to discuss the role of literature in meliorating human 
problems; (3) investigate various approaches to human aggression and 
peaceful alternatives to aggression; (4) analyze the effectiveness of 
peacekeeping models; (5) develop tools for analyzing conflict on a 
personal, national, and international level; (6) examine the 
relationship between individual and the state; and (7) differentiate 
between constructive and destructive roles in group interaction. With 
these objectives, six major subject areas are developed including 
such topics as history and causes of war, literature of war, causes 
for aggression and conflict, nationalism, peacekeeping alternatives, 
and international communication. Student activities include readings, 
role playing, simulation gaming, son^ singing, slide presentations, 
and investigation of a local organization. Student reaction to the 
course has been positive, especially in the area of class 
discussions. (Author/DE) 



ERIC 



BD 104 772 

AUTHOR 
TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

SPONS AGENCY 

P5B DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FSOM 

EDBS PSiCE 
DESCBIPTOSS 



IDENTIFIERS 
ABSTRACT 




MAN $mm M w mefc 

An tnmdiscipnnafiji 



The problems of war and. peace Are among those>mos't critical 
for the survival of the-human species. Considerihg-the. record, 
of human civilization, we are -little closer to.spTutiohs of these 
problems today/ than, we were a thousand vyesrs^ago; ¥t has/ been aptly 
said that * if: mankind does hot end .war,- wir will, end mankirid. *. If 
we are truly corandtted^t^^ childp^ for life in the 

twenty-first century, they should' be given opport^^^ tbsstudy. 
-problems iri-ihternatiohal' relatibns, tb/expldre .th^^^ 
and' the.prospects' for peaces .and ,to exjunine- their 
these -questions. . ^ . . ^ - _ _ , . 

Usin^ this rationale, teachers- aU North Miami Beach High School North 
Miami Seach, Florida, launched ^ a ^liew course in/the Mn^dy< of international rela^ 
tions . The course, [^l^ii. Between ^ War ^ and 'Peacp- - originated 'ks..an .interdisciplinary' 
'Offering of the English and ^ social studies, departments and^ reiiains^ a joint effort - 
It is available. to - any ^ tenth, eleventh, or twelfth grader^ without ,pr^^ 
Rita Bornstein, head of the Language Arts Departmnt,, i^s primarily, -respon^^ 
for the development of the course in 1972, and, after two yearAs expeAence 
believes it represents "a relevant' and iconstruciive inve^^ sitldehts ' 

.future, ^ ' " ' - " ^ " '/ 

i'lN QUEST- OF T(pRRO|f,. TO^^ ^ .> \ , \ ^ ^ 

As part of tiie Dade County Public School - system, which follows .a quinroester,- 
plan , North Mi^, Beaqh- High School i s ^ f ert ile :ground for ' non tVadi t ibnal - . / 
courses,. The school *. s: motto , "ih.Quest 6f^ Tomorrow , . Today - sets I the ^ tone for ^ a- . 
curri culum. which . exi)lores new ^ . - . , 

^^1^ * Bornste in i and - other f acul ty members . cohsiclefed what/ courses €6^ 
offer, t^iey concluded that, one of the /pressing concerns of toferrcw's\worid.wa8, 
global relations— people ^ learning to live in harmony with one another . So "they 
decided -to develop, a-course 

While G>plorihg; possibilities for such a course,, the staff deterrined that 
traditional approaches to global issues were^too limiting; They /founds that mo^^ 
war/peace courses within Eng lish ^ depar tmen ts teiide d to focus- on the li tera tufe 1 of 
war and .of ten failed to i deal with - the i i>ossibi lit'ies for .peace . Qn theVqther . hand , 
the tradi t ibnal ' soci al- s tudie s approaches to war and peace - tehde d ^ to .concen trat'e 
either on -the . history of - wVr or on . current inteniatiohal troulile - spots . They 
felt that bolJi these approaches lacked the breadtA and' scdj^. required by ^a^^ 
social' issue-. _ . ' ^ ' - - : - . - - 

The North Miami Beach staff, under the leadership of, Bornstein,. decided-.to. 
try an-interdisciplinary..approach to. war/peace-studies. Xtoe -English teacher and 
one social studies tea^ as the- primary team „ members; sui art and, 

a ici ence teacher - were . a Iso . asked - to - contribute ' to the . course . The < social . stucfies 
teacher liecame -responsible- for outlining the broad historical perspectives of the 
course and' for conducting lecture .sessions bn historical, aspects. The English, 
teacher focused. qn the .study of relevant^ literature, and direct^^ thersmall 
group work. The two t teachers divided responsibility for -helping students Vith 
individual -projects. ^ ^ ^ - ^ ... . . 

COURSE OBOECTIYES ' 

Major c^jectivas for the course were /defined as follows: 
1) Tq examine and^eyaluate-^traditional and per^^ 
beliefs concerning, war and.peacia 

To analyze-^jd react tovwar literature/ and to discuss- the role 
of literature^in <meliorat^^ h\kJAn , problems 

To 4nvest i^a te various approaches- to ^ the /nature of z human aggressi on » ^ 
and conflict and to project some. alternatives^ to w&r asfan^^qutlet 
for aggression , . . , . , .... ^ ^ 

Tq analyze I aiter^^^ in terms of .their 

effectiveness • - — - /' 

Tb^ develop .tools 'fq^ analyzing confiict -anditq apply them on -at 
persbhal level -asiwell as qn ai' national -and: internatioia 
To examine the relationship, of tlie /individual to the state . arid ^ - 
to :cqnsider-way8 1^ an^ individual- can influence decisions' 

.affecting interna^onal. relations • 

To differentiate between cohstructiye destjtuctiye. roles in 
group -int^ractiqhim to analyze: one 's-own, role in - such ^ situations- 
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ThW problems of -war arid fpeace- Are among those .most critical - 
for the survival of the-human species* Considering , the; record 
of human civilization, we are. little closer to- spru^^^^^ these 
problems today/ than. We ^were a thousand .years =ragd. -It . hasi be en ^aptly- 
said that *if -mankind -does n6t\end".waf,. wir will end maiikind; •< If 
we^;^e truly cc^ijt^^^ to educatj^g^ our child pin for life in the. 
twenty-first century, they s^uid be given ci*portunltie^^ to » study 
' problems in interaational rela^^ ta expiore ttVicausesrof^war 
and: the • prospect for ■ i^ace ; - ^d -,to examine - their own relat iohCtp 
these ^questions. " ' ^ ^ - - - 

Using this rationale , teacHerS' a t North Miami Beach _ ffigrh : school North 
Miami . Meach,. Florida , launched a - new. course in/ the stiidy of international^ reia- 
' tions , The cours^ , V^n Between i ^ar arid ' Peace ; ** - originated - as., ah' interdisciplinary 
^offering- of the Engl ish , and social studies departments and f cfiHins a ^ Joint ^ effort. 
It is available to any tenth, eleyent/i, .or. i welift/i, grader vit/idut . pre re^f sites . 
^i ta Borns tein , head of the - Language. Arts. - iJepartment , ,i;as . priraaril y ^ responsibly ' 
for fcte deyelopmerit of the course in 2^972,, and, -after tiib year'>5 exi»rien^^ 
believes it represents relevant Itndlcon^^ in : the students ' 

future. . - , , . ^ - " " ' 

niN QUEST OH TOMORROW, TODAY" 1 > ^ . \ ^ 

As part of the- Dade County Public Schobl system, which follows.a quinmester; 
p:^n , North Miami Bea ch- High School i s * f ertlle ;gr6und ' for • noritradl t lonai' I ' . 
courses . The school • s motto , "In - Quest of ^ Tomorrow , Today , ?• se ts theVtone^f or ^ a> 
curriculum. which- e^^ new frontiers 6f iearninY. ' ' \ . 

5" .i?72* as Bornsteiri-cwd other faculty members'TO what, course s/£o' ^ 

offer, they concluded -that^ one . of the pressing ' concerns. of " traiorrow* s^WbrldVyas- ^ 
9l^al^« felat ions-- people ^ 1 earn irig to 1 iye in harmony - with . one . another . So -they. ' 
decided>t» develop a coi^^^^ , " ^ * 

While exploring^pqssibilities = for such * a -course , the - staf f . deterrined ■ that' 
tradit i ona i approaches Ato global issues were \too ^ 1 imiting They found ^tha t^/iros t 
war/peace courses within English departaneiits' tended to focus on the literature of 
war and. of ten failed to deal -with th^^ possibilities;, for ?pea^^ ' 'pri tieVoth^r^hand, 
the traditional social studies approaches' and peace tended to xCohce>itrate 
®ithei: on-^tliecM war or on current interna^brial trouble sfK^ 

feit that bo£h these approaches lacked the^ breadth anli scope required 'bye a\m^ 
social issue; - . - ^ . , 

The North Miami Beach staff, under the leadership of Bbrristein, decided^to. 
try-an iriterdiscipliriary,:approac^ io- war/peace .studies. ;Orie^ English teacher and 
one social studies teacher were selected as the - primary team, members; em art^and^ 
a sc ience teacher- wer e also asked to contr ibute^ to the - course . The ^ social : studies 
*:®!f5^®^ became responsible- for outlining, the -broad historical perspectives, of the 
cotttse £md_:fpr cpn^^^^ lecture sessions on^histbrical aspects; The'^Eriglishr ' 

teacher focused? on . the study of - relevant^literature, and . directed; much- of Tthe- small 
group vra]% . The two 'teachers . divided respbnslbil i ty for helping students^ with 
individuar projects. ^ - . . 

COURSE OBJECTiyES ' / 

Major olbjectivss. for the cptttse were-^ defined , as follows; 

1) To exfwine arid eva^^^^^ arid' personal values^ arid 
beliefs concerning' wiu: amdrpeac^^ 

2) To analyze and 'r^^^ to discuss the; role 
of diterature^in meliorating hy^^ 

3) ' To investigate va_ of h\jmari aggression ' 

sirid conflict:- arid' to project spmecaltern^ w&r as ari^puClet 

foraggression . 
'4) To analyze Ul€ernativ^ in terms of. , their . 

•effectiveness- > - - . • 

5) To develbp'topls for -a to. apply ihem^pn at - . 

,per80^al level as: well as on -a- national 'and internaticnaivacale' J 
'6). To examine the relafc^^^ ^ - 

tp^corisTder^^ iii which im^ iridividuaL can influence 
affec^g-interriatibrial ^ " 

7) To differentiajtV 

group intafactipn.and-t^^ aiu^lyzeipne's pm.rp^^ such situations 
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"MAN BETWEEN WAR AND PEACE":- COURSE OUTLINE AND ACTIVITIES 

The, objectives oudinediby the staff for "Man Between War and Peace" suggest 
a wide-^ranging-course. Although the course varies with each class, six-wijor sub- 
ject areas are developed: 

I. War 

The history and causes, nature in the 20th century, attitudes and 
roles' of participants 
II. Literature of War 

Readings, techniques employed, effects on problem 
III. Nature of Aggression and Conflict 

Instinctive, cultural, alternatives 
IV. Nationalism 

History, ways of maintaining nationalism today 
V, Peace 

Peacekeeping attempts. United Nations and. alternative peace-keeping 
systems, prospects for peace, costs of peace, role of individual 
VI. Communication 

Group roles, impediments to cooperation 
Within this content fraunework, teachers use various activities to explore 
the subjects. Bornstein writes, "My own experience with the course vividly points 
out the need for a wide variety of activities in order to generate and maintain a 
high level of student interest and involvement." Sane of the activities which 
have been used in "Man Between War and Peace" are described below. 

- Students read a. variety of works on war, such as All Quiet on the Western 
Front, War Is Kind, and Johnny Got His Gun, than discuss why artists and writers 
continually return to the subject of war. They also explore the effect of litera- 
ture as an agent^-of change in human affairs. 

- Students view slides of Picasso's Guernica shown by the art teacher, dis- 
cuss its history, and explore the relationship of artists to their society. 

- Students collect pro- and antiwar songs and play them for tha class. They 
include such varied songs as "The Yanks Are Coming" and "What Have They pone to 
the Rain?" 

- Multi-faceted performances created by drama classes include antiwar songs, 
a reading from Mark Twain's The war Prayer, and a section of Bury the Dead, by 
Irwin Shaw. 

- Students discuss the nature of aggression after reading selections from 
Robert Ardrey, Konrad Lorenz, Ashley Montagu, and Margaret Mead. At the end of 
the aggression unit, students play "Hawk and Dove," a simulation/game designed by 
Richard Reichert. To play "Hawk and Dove," students divide into teams which re- 
csive an equal number of balloons. The object of the game is to attach balloons 
to a target area; the team having the most balloons attached at the end of a 
specified time period wins. Teams may achieve their objective by protecting 
their own balloons and/or destroying the opponents* balloons with weapons — 
straight pins. The simulation is designed to encourage students to becomemore 
conscious of their own feelings and the feelings of others in conflict situations. 
(See photographs.) 

- For the segment on nationalism, students begin by reading the last letters 
home from k2unikaze pilots and German soldiers? they then read letters from 
pacifists and draft card burners. Tiiis leads to heated discussions oh the meaning 
of patriotism. 

- In smair groups, students debate whether the United States should have 
bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Alternatives available at that time are explored. 
Each group makes a report and supports its decision with evidence. Minority 
reports are also: accepted; 

- Students read speeches by Kennedy, Krushchev, Lin Piao, and Pope John, then 
role-play each of these prcxninent shapars of world opinion in a panel discussion 
on the topic, "Is it possible to build a climate of trust within which world 
peace can flourish?" 

- Several models of world order suggested in Peace/ceeping, by Jack Fraenkel, 
are investigated. Based on their research, students create their own version of 
a peaceful world, 

- Groups of students investigate local and national organizations involved 
in war/peace issues and share their information with the class. 

- Students are encouraged to investigate the avenues within which an indi- 
vidual can operate to influence international affairs and to plan and execute some 
action of their own. Their actions vary fra-n writing letters to the editor to 
organized group action. 




Students gather In small 
groups to plan strategy 




Team members begin to attach their 
balloons to the target area 




.andi destroy the balloons of *the opposing teafn; 
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EVALUATION 

Evaluating student work. in a course such as **Man Between War and Peace*' can 
present problems. In judging student work, teachers attempt to evaluate the 
amount of effort students expend in trying to grapple with the knotty problems of 
war and peace, rather than to assess the number of facts or dates the students 
memorize . 

Students are offered several options for earning extra credit. They may 
develop a multi-media presentation or they can present a pictorial /photographic 
interpretation of a war or anti-war poem, short story, or other literary work. 
Students are also encouraged to write essays analyzing war/peace themes, in con- , 
temporary music or drama. Students have sometimeis presented concerts of war/ 
peace songs with guitar accwnpaniment. Both the requirements and the suggested 
activities of "Man Between War and Peace" are designed to encourage students to be 
reflective about the world in which they live and their roles in its continuance. 

WAR/PEACE -STUDIES 

"Man Between^ War and Peace** is not a traditional course option for secondary 
students. What kind of young people are attracted to such a course and what do 
they gain from their experience? 

Bornstein- has observed that two types of students tend to: enroll in the 
course. One is the highly motivated, politicallyro'riented student— the 

student who is interested in delving into the subject matter of glbbal peace and 
conflict* This type of student was especially, prevalent in the. first year of the 
course, when the Vietnam War was depressing issue. 

The other type of .student who often enrolls in "Man Between War and Peace" 
is the student who is bored in traditional classes and ;is attracted by the 
thematic focus of the course outline. Although these students may be less inter- 
ested in war/peace per se, they find the activity approach motivating. 

Student reaction to the course has been positive. Students seem to especially 
appreciate the opportunity for class discussions oh subjectSTCOvered-in the course. 
One stulaent felt that the most important benefit of the class was learning "to 
question everything instead of just going along with everyone." Another was pleased 
with the results of the- course because after taking it she could "talk to my Dad 
and brother and not sound so dumb about government, war, peaces etc." Even the- vast 
amount of reading required in the course does not dampen the enthusiasm of most 
students. "This is the first course I've taken in three years of high school that 
has educated me with useful information," one student. stated^ 

The course has also produced action. Several students have written letters to 
community newspapers and articles for the school newspaper concerning global prob- 
lems. Other students have become involved in local organizations dealing with 
political and social concerns of a global nature. Groups of students Have launched 
poster campaigns to support or protest specific actions relating to global concerns, 
such as government- spending on military defense. 

Perhaps i:he most important result is that graduates of the course feel a much 
deeper sense of urgency about global issues, and they feel they can do something 
to promote peace. To-Bornstein, incrasing the students' sense of efficacy is 
essential. She writes: 

AlthOMgh mny teachers are beginning to. recognize the.-need to 
broaden the existing curriculum to deal with the survival issues 
facing the planet Earth, there is a great need for some specific 
ideas and techniques for so doing. In addition, it is extremely 
difficult to help students overcome their sense of helplessness 
in the face of these grave problems. One of ■ the thrusts of this 
course is to create an awareness for students of the ways in 
which they can be effective in influencing public policy. 

STRETCHING THE TRADITIONAL CURRICULUM 

Developing and implementing a course such as "Man'Botween War and Peace" 
requires sane special teacher effort. Sir,:e North Miami Beach teachers found no 
appropriate textbooks of course outlines for the class, they had to develop their 
own outlines and resource materials. The results of their work are now available 
to ERIC readers -in document- number ED 059 955. 
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As- an interdisciplinary course, "Man Between War and Peace" has required con- 
siderable cooperative effort among participating teachers. Assigning responsibility 
ane -agreeing upon content focus has not always been easy, but the North Miami Beach 
tec:;hers feel that their course is st^rengthened by the input of teachers with varied 
training and interests. 

Bornstein believes a course in global 'Xelati9ns calls for teachers with a 
''ood background in international issues and, more importantly, strong personal 
interests in global concerns. Teachers must also be willing to keep abreast of 
current affairs so that the course will reflect the constantly changing internar 
tional scene, since such a program can never afford to become static. 

A global studies course like "Man Between war and Peace" probably fits most 
easily into a flexible school curriculum such as the one at North Miami Beach High 
School. However, teachers who are working in less innovative atmospheres can in- 
corporate ' much of the course content and many of the activities into their stan- 
dard classes. Whether war/peace issues are taught as a separate course or 
included in history and government courses, the potential for growth is there. 
While stretching the traditional curriculum, global studies also stretches student 
awareness and concern sOaout war/peace issues. In Bornstein 's view,- "...such 
expanded awareness is well worth the effort required to implement a global studies 
program. '* 
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ED 085 900 - Education for a Global Society. Fastback Series, 
No. 28. By James M. Becker. 42 pp. Available 
from Phi Delta Kappa, 8th and Union, Box 789, 
Bloomington, Indiana 47401 - individual copy, 
$.50; sets of six, $2.00. Becker c' scusses 
approaches to global education designed to 
develop a more comprehensive view of the earth 
and man. Among these approaches peace studies, 
future studies, and development studies appear 
to be most promising. 

ED 085 291 - Global Dimensions in the IJew Social Studies. 

John H. Spurgin and Gary R. Smith. SSEC ^165. 
160 pp. MF^$.75, HC-$7.80, plus postage. 
Available from the Social Science Education 
Consortium, Inc. (SSEC), 855 Broadway, Boulder, 
Colorado 80302 - $4.75.. In this documei.t the 
authors survey a nurrber of materials and 
approaches in social studies/social science 
education useful for teaching global education 
concepts. The book is intended as a practical 
tool for educators to use in selecting new 
global studies materials to use in existing 
curricula. 

ED 081 712 - Curriculum biaterials on War^ Peace ^ Conflict^ and 
Change. An^ Annotated Bibliography with a Listing 
of Organizational Resources. MF-$.75, HC-$1.50, 
plus postage. This bibliography contains a list 
of teaching materials on war, peace, conflict, 
and change. Content, objectives, teaching stra- 
tegies, and usability at grade level were considered 
before items were included in the bibliography. 
A list of organizations concerned with these sub- 
jects is also included. 

ED 079 209 - Teaching Youth about Conflict and War. Teaching 
Social Studies in an Age of Crisis. Number 3. 
William A. flesbitt, et al. 113 pp. MF-$.75, 
HC-$5.40, plus postage. Available from National 
Council for the Social Studies, 1201 Sixteenth 
St., flW, Washington, D. C. 20036 - $3.00. This 
interdisciplinary social studies^ guide for teach- 
ers offers an introductory approach toward the 
study of conflict and war. An annotated bibliog- 
raphy is included in the book. 
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Ways and Means of Teaching about World Order. 16 
pp. MF-$.75, HC-$1.50. This document is the 
newsletter of the Institute for World Order (formerly 
the World Law Fund), and provides teachers with 
professional information on materials and tech- 
niques for teaching about world order. 

Peacekeeping: Problems and Possibilities. By 
Jack Fraenkel, 'et al. 88 pp. Available "from 
Institute for World Order (formerly the World 
Law Fund), 11 West 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 
10036 - $2.00. This material is suitable for 
students atl^econdary and college levels. Dis- 
cussion questipns are raised at the end of each 
chapter. ^ 
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